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Safeguarding

Children

Good Practice Guidelines 

For Village Hall Committees, Park Rangers, Gardeners and Other Outside Staff

What is Abuse?
	Physical:

Where a child’s body is hurt or deliberately injured
	Sexual:

Where adults use children to satisfy sexual desires; other children can also be abusers



	Emotional:

Where children are deprived of love, may be continually shamed and taunted.  Given responsibility beyond their years
	Neglect:

A persistent failure to meet a child’s physical and/or psychological needs


Most children are abused by people they know.  Sadly, adults who wish to exploit the power they have over children will find opportunities to gain access to children and young people.  
You might have concerns about a child’s welfare if you observe:

· Strange or sexualised play, especially in young children

· Bullying behaviour or fighting

· Aggressive or violent behaviour of the adults towards children

· Very young unsupervised children

You may also be concerned if you find the following, especially in or near childrens’ play areas:

· Sexually explicit magazines with childrens’ images 
· Smearing or vandalism /fire setting in toilets
· Discarded needles, alcohol bottles, condoms
Outside staff can help to keep children safe by:

Always acting in a professional manner by:

· Avoiding being alone in any situation with a child as you are both vulnerable

· Being polite & friendly but not forging relationships with children nor making favourites  

· Avoiding physical contact unless absolutely necessary when a child is injured and there is an emergency

· Using appropriate language

Monitoring the areas you work in by:

· Being observant of children and parents together 

· Being aware of children who may be alone and in the area a long while, particularly if young

· Keeping play areas etc clear of discarded needles, condoms etc and observing Health & safety regulations 

· Not accepting swearing, bullying or other behaviours from the public when children are either involved or in close proximity

· Being alert to members of the public approaching, videoing or taking photographs of children who are either alone or not seemingly related to them 

· Reporting any such behaviours / incidents to management
· Dialling 999 without delay if such behaviours are criminal or dangerous
Children can often regard staff of outside areas as trusted adults.  A child may choose to talk you about something which concerns them.  It is important to:

· Always take what a child says seriously

· Listen but do not investigate

· Encourage the child to speak to their parents or a teacher 

· Report and record may concerns you may have to your management without delay so the relevant agencies can be informed

· Observe confidentiality with colleagues, family & friends

In exceptional circumstance a child might disclose, or you may have concerns, about the conduct of a colleague.  It is important that you observe the points above and inform your designated person immediately.    

Remember there are set procedures to deal with such occasions and it is not helpful to either the child or adult if you delay or ignore the situation, however difficult it might be.

USEFUL CONTACTS

ESSEX SOCIAL SERVICES




ESSEX  POLICE





REMEMBER IN AN EMERGENCY DO NOT DELAY, DIAL 999
This leaflet was produced jointly by Suffolk Area Child Protection Committee and Norfolk Area Child Protection Committee working together to promote the welfare of children & young people 
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Please forward this sheet back to the Local Network grants officer when:

· The committee members have all read the Good Practice Guidelines

· *Two people have good knowledge of child protection or will attend training) and are the designated child protection officers for the project

· The above two people have CRB checks (or the process will be started)

· This statement has been signed by two members of the committee

Name of Group ……………………………………………..            

Application No. ……………………………………………..

*Please state who these are below:

Designated Child Protection Officers:    1) …………………………………..

(Please print)

              2) ……………………………………

Signatures (to adopt guidelines)
   1) ……………………………………






              2) ……………………………………

    Date……………………….

Return to:

Essex Community Foundation

121 New London Rd,

CHELMSFORD

Essex CM2 0QT

Child Protection Information Sheet for Groups Managing Play Areas and Skate Parks as per requirements of the Local Network Fund

Voluntary groups applying for funding from the Local Network Fund for Children and Young people must have a child protection policy in place before any grant is released.  For groups whose aim is to secure funding for a play area, Skate Park or similar facility, there is still a requirement to have a child protection policy.  If the project involves consultation or ongoing involvement with children and young people it is necessary to have a comprehensive policy, but if there is no direct contact with children a revised version is required that is appropriate to the group’s activities.

The attached SAFE Good Practice Guidelines provides the essential information for groups to use if they wish to apply to the Local Network Fund for a grant for play facilities for children/young people.

The LNF will accept these guidelines with some additional requirements:

· Two people on your committee are the designated officers for child protection issues and understand the procedures  for dealing with any concerns.  They may need to attend some basic training on child protection and CRB checks are recommended best practice.

· The names of these two committee members need to be included in the guidelines and a copy is forwarded back to us.

· That the guidelines are circulated to all committee members.

· A signed copy of the guidelines is sent to the LNF grants officer to show that it has been formally adopted.

Further recommendations include:

· A code of conduct that could be on show in the area.

· You may want to include information for children and young people – so that if they have any worries there could be general advice on where children can go for support i.e. national help-lines. 

· A telephone contact number for general concerns relating to the play area should be on display.  For further information about good practice for looking after play equipment contact Essex Playing Fields And Children’s Play Association www.essexpfa.org.uk tel: 01245 352046
·  Having a pack  which includes information on procedures.

BBWCVS Disclaimer

The material in these documents and/or any verbal information, advice and guidance given does not give a full statement of the law, nor does it reflect the changes after the date stated on each document.  It is intended for guidance only and is not a substitute for professional advice.  No responsibility for loss occasioned as a result of any person acting or refraining from acting on the basis of this material can be accepted by the author or by BBWCVS
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Essex Community Foundation


121 New London Rd,


CHELMSFORD


Essex CM2 0QT


01245 356018


jill@essexcf.org.uk
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